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People make Southland and in this 

edition of The Life we meet many 

motivated and inspirational Southlanders.  

Motorcycle legend Burt Munro’s son John 

who, even at 80 years old, is full of life and 

full of stories to share [page 30].  Jocelyn 

O’Donnell opens the doors to her late 

father’s vintage truck collection and opens 

up about her plans for Bill Richardson’s 

Transport World [page 24].  Tara Mulvany, a 

tiny girl with massive ambition who, at just 

24, has solo kayaked around New Zealand 

[page 41].  Then there’s the emerging 

Southland fashion scene, with designers 

like the amazing Lindah Lepou and Jane 

Sutherland unveiling local creations to the 

world [page 8].

I am also thrilled to have the addition of a 
WW100 special feature [page 60], looking 
back 100 years to Southland’s brave 
soldiers and the people now working to 
ensure those who fought and were lost 
are not forgotten.

All these stories make me feel lucky 
and proud to be a Southlander.  Our 
people are humble, easy-going, friendly, 
passionate and driven and now it’s time 
for you to discover their stories.

Andie Gentle
andie@marketsouth.co.nz
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